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Mission

EnvironmentEducationCommunityAdvocacy

The Lake Hopatcong Foundation dedicates itself to protecting the lake environment and enhancing the 
lake experience, bringing together public and private resources to encourage a culture of sustainability 

and stewardship on and around New Jersey's largest lake, for this and future generations. 
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Education
42.9%

Community
34.8%

Environment
10.3%

Administration
9.9%

Advocacy
2.1%

2022 Volunteers 

2,831
Hours

233 
Volunteers

$84,803

According to Independent Sector 
Volunteer Hourly Rate of $29.95



Advocacy
• PLANJ
• Mayor's Meetings
• Coalition for the Delaware 

River Watershed 
• Lakes Funding seeking $17 

Million
• WRDA/Community Funded 

Projects: Sewers for 
Jefferson 



• Block Party 
• Safety
• Trails 
• Water Trails 
• Dock Numbers 
• Community Programming

Community



Education
Field Trip Program 
2022:

• 1300 Students
• 25 Schools in 5 Counties

2023:
• 1600 Students
• 30 Schools in 6 Counties

2024:
• 1800 Students in 5 Counties
• 28 Schools

Other Cruises 

2022 Winner 
Governor's Environmental Excellence Award
Environmental Education - Educator Led

2023: 
• 7 Public Eco Cruises
• Lead Morris, Morris 

County Sheriff’s 
Officers, Elected 
Officials



Field Trip Program  - What’s It All About?

Macroinvertebrate
Sampling

Floating Classroom Enviroscape Discovery Hike 



2024 Field Trip:  Morris County Schools
• Roxbury: Franklin, Kennedy, Jefferson, Nixon,

American Christian School, St. Therese

• Jefferson: Arthur Stanlick, White Rock

• Mount Arlington Public School

• Dover: Academy Street, East Dover, North Dover

• Mine Hill: Canfield Avenue

• Netcong Elementary School

• Randolph: Shongum Elementary

• Rockaway: Katherine D. Malone Elementary

16 Schools – 891 Students (50% Morris County)



2024 Field Trips:  Availability
• Field trips offered 18 days from

May 2 – June 13 at Hopatcong State Park

• Maximum group size is 140 due to
Floating Classroom passenger capacity

• Current availability for groups of 35 or less
on May 8, 9, 13, 20, 22 and June 12

• Availability for home school groups on
June 17, 19, 20

• Field trip inquiry form available at
lakehopatcongfounation.org

2023 Field Trip Educators and Volunteers



2023 Field Trip:  Feedback
• Jill from the Franklin School in Succasunna shared her enthusiasm for the 

EnviroScape lesson. “My favorite thing we did was using the markers at the 
watershed station. It was so interesting because we made the pollution, oil, 
and other chemicals wash down into the lake. It helped me to learn about 
how to protect the environment.” She also noted, “It was cool how we could 
participate in everything. All of the people were kind. It was a wonderful and 
magical trip.”

• Miss Metzgar, a teacher from the Academy Street School in Dover, also 
completed the activity sheet. “I learned that science in nature can’t be beat. 
Classroom experiments don’t compare to really being in the great outdoors! 
Thank you!”



Environment
• Shrink Wrap Recycling
• Floating Islands
• Goose Management
• Trout Study
• Riparian Buffers
• Lakes Funding
• Landing Channel
• Large-Scale Aeration
• Jefferson Sewers
• Lake-Wide Cleanup



Lake-Wide Community Cleanup
• Every five years during five-foot drawdown since

2013

• 2024 cleanup on Saturday, November 4

• 50 lakefront access points and hundreds of
volunteers

• Media invite with designated spokespeople

• Community partners including municipalities and
Morris and Sussex County Clean Communities

• Tire cleaning by Roxbury Fire Department and
recycling by Morris County Mosquito Control

• Volunteers register through Signup Genius or
recruited by team leads



Learn More About Us!
• Register for our newsletter or sign up as a volunteer at: 

www.lakehopatcongfoundation.org

• Follow us on our socials:

@LakeHopatcongFoundation @lakehopatcong lake-hopatcong-foundation-



Thank You! 

donna@lakehopatcongfoundation.org
973-663-2500


